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INTERNATIONAL TRANSFER OF PRISONERS 

681. Mr R.F. JOHNSON to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I refer to the minister’s decision to prevent heroin trafficker Holly Deane-Johns from returning to Australia to 
serve the rest of her sentence. 

(1) Given this decision, on what basis did the minister approve the return of convicted murderer Scott 
Waldron? 

Mr J.N. Hyde:  He was a juvenile. 
The SPEAKER:  Order, member for Perth! 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:   

(2) Does a formal policy exist for prisoner transfers, and, if so, will the minister table a copy; and, if no 
policy exists, why not? 

Ms M.M. QUIRK replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  Before I answer it, can I just say that this week the focus will be on the 
Eagles, but we are all very proud of the Dockers, who fought very valiantly on Friday night. 

(1)-(2) As I said when I made the decision about Holly Deane-Johns, each of these cases is judged on its merits 
and I look at a range of criteria.  A number of criteria are set out in the legislation, which is governed by 
the administrative arrangement between the Governor-General and the Governor of Western Australia 
relating to the international transfer of prisoners.  I am happy to table that.  I will not name the 
individual involved in this case.  However, I can inform the house that I agreed to that transfer some 
months ago, although I understand that it has not yet been actioned by the federal government.  The 
reason for agreeing to the transfer was that the prisoner’s risk of recidivism is low.  The prisoner has a 
prior clean record and had not previously been imprisoned in any jail in Western Australia.  He has very 
strong family ties in Western Australia and has served 11 years in prison in the United States.  The 
United States’ authorities have already determined that he is eligible to be released for parole there.  He 
was a minor at the time the offence was committed, and for that reason I am reluctant to use his name 
because I believe that is consistent with the state’s juvenile offenders’ act.  The prisoner has many 
family members in Western Australia.  I spoke to his mother yesterday.  In those circumstances, 
although I am happy to talk about the case and its circumstances, I am not happy to reveal the 
individual’s name because if he is ultimately transferred to Western Australia, it will not help his 
rehabilitation prospects. 

 


